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SCO INTERNATIONAL
OLYMPIAD

FINANCE OLYMPIAD

Official rules, regulations, cycle schedule and secure exam guide
for students, schools, teachers and parents

Built from the SCO IFKO Grade 1-12 finance pathway
with cycle-based dates, proctored exam guidance,
free practice access and global finance readiness.

e grade-wise finance rules for learners from Grade 1 to Grade 12 globally

e cycle schedule, syllabus, student conduct, proctoring and result rulesstakeholder benefits, Indian context,
global finance skills and digital-money safety

o finance knowledge, ethical decision-making and career-readiness framing

for international school participation

Schedule Proctoring

Parents Careers
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SCO International Finance Olympiad

Official Rules, Regulations & Exam Guidance | Grades 1-12 | India and Global Edition

Purpose of this document

This official guide brings together the SCO International Finance Olympiad syllabus pathway, cycle-
based exam schedule, schoolimplementation rules, student conduct expectations, secure proctored
exam policy, result governance and stakeholder benefits into one clear rules-and-regulations

framework.

1. Official Scope and Learning Promise

The SCO International Finance Olympiad (SCO IFKO) is a grade-wise international finance knowledge
competition for students in Grades 1-12. It is designed to build financial literacy, digital-money safety,
real-life money reasoning, ethical decision-making, and future career awareness through an age-
progressive Olympiad pathway.

The Olympiad moves students from simple recognition of money and value in early grades to
budgeting, banking, digital payments, credit, insurance, investing, entrepreneurship, risk, market

behavior, macroeconomics, valuation and regulation in higher grades. This progression supports the
global need for practical financial literacy rather than rote memorization.

* Knowledge goal: students understand money, value, savings, budgeting, digital payments,
banking, insurance, credit, investment and ethical financial behavior at their grade level.

* Pedagogy goal: students solve real-life scenarios, compare alternatives, justify decisions,
identify risk and apply finance concepts responsibly.

¢ Integrity goal: SCO protects result value through online/offline proctored delivery, clear
candidate rules and policy-based anti-cheating review.

¢ Inclusion goal: registered students receive access to SCO study materials, practice resources
and preparation support, including multilingual readiness wherever applicable on the SCO
platform.

2. Why Finance Knowledge Is an Urgent Global Skill

Financial literacy is now a core life skill because students encounter money decisions early: digital
payments, subscriptions, online shopping, saving, family budgeting, UPI or card payments, bank
accounts, insurance, scholarships, education costs, entrepreneurship and career planning. A strong
school-level Finance Olympiad helps students form safe and ethical habits before they make higher-
stakes financial choices.

e The Indian context demands early digital-finance awareness because students and families
increasingly interact with mobile banking, QR payments, UPI, cards, online shopping and digital
wallets.

* The global context demands real-life decision-making because young people must compare
costs, understand risk, avoid fraud, identify trusted information and plan for future education
and careers.

e The school context demands structured assessment because finance learning is often scattered
across mathematics, commerce, economics, business studies, ICT and life-skills lessons.

e The family context demands practical language: needs versus wants, saving, sharing, budgeting,
borrowing, interest, emergency funds, protection, and responsible investment behavior.
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SCO pedagogy standard

Every finance topic should be taught through a five-step pathway: Concept -> Example -> Real-life Situation
-> Decision -> Ethical Reflection. This makes SCO IFKO more than a test; it becomes a structured financial-
literacy movement for schools and families.

3. Eligibility and Participation Rules

. Students from Grades 1-12 may participate according to their
Eligible Grades . . .
current school grade or equivalent international level.
Participation may be through school/institution registration or

Participation Mod
articipation Hode individual registration, as allowed by the SCO registration flow.

SCO may conduct national/international stages or cycle-based

E Level
xam Leve stages according to the official published exam structure.
Questions are based on the grade-wise SCO IFKO syllabus
Syllabus Basis pathway, with real-life application, logical reasoning and financial

judgment.
Exam and preparation access follow the official SCO platform
Language and Access settings. Learning support may be available in multiple languages
where configured.
The participant must use the registered name, grade,
Student Identity school/institution details and login credentials assigned by SCO.
Impersonation is strictly prohibited.
Every student must attempt independently without external help,
Fair Attempt unauthorized notes, Al tools, search engines, messaging apps or
another person’s assistance.

4. Official Exam Pattern and Candidate Guidance

The SCO IFKO exam is designed as a 60-minute finance knowledge assessment with multiple-choice
questions, logical reasoning, problem-solving and scenario-based financial decision-making. The
exact number of questions, marks, negative marking and stage rules should follow the latest official
SCO exam page, registration instructions and admit-card guidance for the selected cycle.

Guidance for Students and Schools

Usually 60 minutes unless the official cycle/admit card specifies

Duration .
otherwise.
. MCQs, application-based scenarios, reasoning, comparison,
Question Type Q PP o . g P
ethics and real-life finance decisions.
. Difficulty and content increase progressively from Grade 1 to
Grade Fit y prog y
Grade 12.
Registered students receive login access to SCO preparation
Preparation Access resources such as study materials, practice questions, sample

papers, mock tests and reports as applicable.
A stable device, internet connection, browser access,
Device Readiness camera/microphone permission and quiet exam space are
required for online proctored exams.
Students must not refresh, switch tabs, open external apps or use

Attempt Rule
pERd unauthorized help during the exam.
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Final Score

Final score and rank may be subject to completion status,
proctoring review, policy compliance and official result-publish
schedule.

5. Cycle-Based Exam Schedule Rules

SCO uses a cycle-based exam calendar so that schools, parents and international participants can
choose a suitable exam window. Each cycle groups available exam dates by month and presents
active Olympiads in a clearer public view. The official SCO exam-date page remains the live public

reference for currently open cycles and registration actions.

Official E R lt / Publish
Exam Year Cycle |c.|a xam esu ubiis Use Case
Window Date

2026

2026

2026

2027

2027

2027

SPRING

SUMMER

WINTER

SPRING

SUMMER

WINTER

01Jan 2026 - 31
Mar 2026

01 Apr 2026 - 31
Jul2026

01 Aug 2026 - 31
Dec 2026

01 Jan 2027 - 31
Mar 2027

01 Apr 2027 - 31
Jul 2027

01 Aug 2027 - 31
Dec 2027

For early-year
school planning
and first-quarter
assessment
readiness.

30 Apr 2026

Active public
cycle; suitable for
May-July global
online
participation.

31 Aug 2026

Extended winter-
cycle governance
window; date
options may be
mapped to public
sessions.

28 Feb 2027

Future spring-
cycle planning
window.

30 Apr 2027

Future summer-
cycle planning
window.

31 Aug 2027

Future winter-
cycle planning
window.

29 Feb 2028

Published / Recommended Public Date Options for SCO IFKO

Public Finance Olympiad Date Options Schedule Note

10 May 2026, 23 May 2026, 06 Jun 2026, 14

SUMMER 2026

WINTER 2027

Jun 2026, 27 Jun 2026, 04 Jul 2026, 12 Jul

2026, 25 Jul 2026

Active public cycle on SCO
exam-date page.

04 Sep 2026, 12 Sep 2026, 20 Sep 2026, 02

Oct 2026, 10 Oct 2026, 18 Oct 2026, 06 Nov
2026, 14 Nov 2026, 15 Nov 2026, 04 Dec

2026, 12 Dec 2026, 20 Dec 2026

Active public cycle on SCO
exam-date page.
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03 Jan 2026, 11 Jan 2026, 24 Jan 2026, 07 Configured reference from

SPRING 2026 Feb 2026, 08 Feb 2026, 28 Feb 2026, 07 Mar  supplied internal schedule
2026, 08 Mar 2026, 28 Mar 2026 extract.
06 Sep 2025, 14 Sep 2025, 27 Sep 2025, 04 .
Oct 5825 12 Oct ;(?25 250ct 260p25 01Noy ~Configured reference from
WINTER 2026 ’ ’ ’ supplied internal schedule

2025, 09 Nov 2025, 22 Nov 2025, 06 Dec

2025, 14 Dec 2025, 27 Dec 2025 extract.

Grade-Wise Exam Date Matrix

Same active IFKO date

Spring/Summer/Winter

Student receives grade-
specific learning

Grade 1 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 2 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 3 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 4 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 5 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter = specific learning
Grade 6 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 7 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice
difficulty published questions after
registration
Student receives grade-
Same active IFKO date Spring/Summer/Winter  specific learning
Grade 8 menu; age-fit syllabus and cycle selection as materials and practice

difficulty

published

questions after
registration
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Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11

Grade 12

Same active IFKO date
menu; age-fit syllabus and
difficulty

Same active IFKO date
menu; age-fit syllabus and
difficulty

Same active IFKO date
menu; age-fit syllabus and
difficulty

Same active IFKO date
menu; age-fit syllabus and
difficulty

Spring/Summer/Winter
cycle selection as
published

Spring/Summer/Winter
cycle selection as
published

Spring/Summer/Winter
cycle selection as
published

Spring/Summer/Winter
cycle selection as
published

Student receives grade-
specific learning
materials and practice
questions after
registration

Student receives grade-
specific learning
materials and practice
questions after
registration

Student receives grade-
specific learning
materials and practice
questions after
registration

Student receives grade-
specific learning
materials and practice
questions after
registration

Important schedule rule

Date options must be treated as cycle-based. Students choose one available date in the active SCO
IFKO cycle. Schools should verify the final live schedule from the SCO exam-date page before
announcing a school-wide exam date.

6. Grade 1-12 Syllabus Pathway and Learning Expectations

The SCO IFKO syllabus is designed as a progressive curriculum. Younger students build money
recognition and decision habits; middle-grade students learn budgeting, banking, interest, digital
payments and credit; senior students apply investment, business, macroeconomic, valuation,
regulation and ethics concepts.

Grade Band Expected Olympiad Thinking

Grades 1-2

Grades 3-4

Grades 5-6

Grades 7-8

Grades 9-10

Money recognition, value,
needs/wants, earning, spending,
saving and simple records.

Saving, sharing, price, change, bank vs
piggy bank, deposits, withdrawals and
early interest concepts.

Currency, needs/wants in context,
budgeting, savings accounts, simple
interest, loans and digital payments.

Compound interest, emergency funds,
insurance, taxes, credit/debit cards,
advanced budgeting and ethical
giving.

Stocks, bonds, funds, markets,
diversification, behavioral finance,
statements, cash flow, break-even and
credit scores.

Observe, classify, count, choose
responsibly, explain simple decisions.

Compare value, track balances,
interpret simple transactions, revise
budgets.

Calculate, compare, plan, evaluate
safety and explain digital-payment
responsibility.

Model scenarios, estimate risk, use
spreadsheets, identify responsible
credit behavior.

Analyze trade-offs, interpret data,
solve business cases and justify
investment decisions.
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G

7.
1

9

Mutual funds/ETFs, risk metrics, o
. . Apply quantitative methods, assess
alternative assets, retirement

rades 11-12 . . . suitability, test assumptions and
planning, macroeconomics, valuation, .
reason ethically.

forex, ethics and regulation.

Core Rules for Students
. Use only the registered SCO login credentials assigned to the student. Do not share login details
with another person.

. Attempt the exam independently. No parent, teacher, friend, tuition instructor, Al chatbot,
search engine, messaging app or external helper may assist during the exam.

. Keep the exam tab active throughout the test. Avoid tab switching, minimizing the browser,
opening new apps or using external devices.

. Read every question carefully and answer within the given time. Questions may test real-life
reasoning, not only definitions.

. Do not use calculators, notes, textbooks, mobile phones, smart watches or online resources
unless a specific official instruction allows it.

. Keep webcam/microphone permissions enabled where the online proctored exam requires
them.

. Remain visible in the exam space and avoid movement that may create integrity risk or trigger
proctor review.

. Do not copy, photograph, record, reproduce or share question content before, during or after the
exam.

. Submit the exam before the timer ends and follow any final confirmation screen carefully.

10. Accept that the final result may be reviewed for completion status, irregular activity and

8.
sc

proctor-policy compliance.

Secure Proctored Exam and Anti-Cheating Regulations

O International Olympiad uses a secure online exam model that captures integrity signals during

the attempt. The goal is not to create fear; the goal is to protect honest students, give schools
confidence in online results and ensure that certificates, ranks and awards retain their value.

Integrity Area Rule / Regulation Possible Action if Violated

Student must attempt under the correct ~ Attempt may be held for review

Identit
y registered identity. or disqualified.
Where required, camera and
Camera/ Mic . q L . Attempt may be flagged for
. microphone permissions must remain .
Readiness verification.
enabled.
Tab Activit Student should not switch away from the = Risk band may increase; score
y exam tab or use external browsing. may be reviewed under policy.
No human assistance, Al tool,
. Attempt may be cancelled or
External Help messaging, web search, notes or . .
. . marked invalid.
unauthorized device may be used.
Attempt may be reviewed and
. No other person should guide or . p. . y \.“ " .
Multiple People disqualified if unfair help is

communicate answers during the exam.
detected.
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Questions, screenshots, recordings and Participant may lose eligibility
Content Security answer content must not be copied or for result/certificate and face
shared. account restriction.

Deliberate refreshes, network
Technical Misuse manipulation, browser back, or repeated
unusual behavior are not allowed.

Attempt may be held for
technical and proctor review.

SCO may use policy-based risk bands
Fair Review and human/admin review before
applying penalties where required.

Final decision follows SCO
result governance.

Anti-cheating fairness principle

A proctor flag is an integrity signal, not automatically a final penalty. SCO should review patterns,
severity, technical context and policy band before final action. This supports both exam integrity and
procedural fairness.

9. Rules for Schools and Institutions

e Calendar planning: schools should select a cycle and communicate exam windows early to
students and parents.

¢ Registration accuracy: student names, grades, email IDs, school names and country details
should be verified before submission.

¢ Preparation support: schools should encourage students to use SCO free study materials,
practice questions, sample papers, timed mock tests and performance reports.

e Exam environment: schools should provide a quiet, stable and supervised exam environment for
school-based online/offline participation.

¢ Integrity briefing: schools should brief students about tab switching, unauthorized help, device
rules and the value of honest participation.

e Parent communication: schools should share exam dates, login instructions, proctor rules,
result-publish dates and support channels in advance.

¢ Inclusive participation: schools should help students from different language and learning
backgrounds access preparation support wherever available.

10. Rules for Teachers

Teachers play the most important role in converting the Finance Olympiad from a one-day exam into
a meaningful learning journey. The recommended teacher approach is to blend finance vocabulary,
maths reasoning, life-skills discussion, ICT awareness and ethical decision-making.

Teacher Responsibility Practical Implementation

Explain the grade-wise finance topics using classroom

Chapter Orientation ) . .
examples, stories and simple decision cases.

Use short practice sets for money recognition, budgeting,

Concept Practice . . . . .
P interest, digital payment safety and financial choices.

Ask students to justify decisions, compare alternatives and

Scenario Discussion . o . .
identify risk in everyday situations.

Use timed practice and mock tests to build speed, accuracy

Assessment Readiness .
and confidence.

Discuss honesty, fair borrowing, responsible spending, fraud

Ethics Guidance . .
prevention and consumer protection.
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Result Follow-Up

Use performance feedback to identify learning gaps and guide

future preparation.

11. Rules and Guidance for Parents

e Encourage discussion: talk about saving, needs, wants, budgeting, price comparison and safe
digital payments in age-appropriate language.

e Support preparation: help students access SCO study materials and practice resources, but do
not provide answers during exams.

e Protect independence: allow the student to attempt the Olympiad honestly. The result should
reflect the student’s own knowledge.

* Create exam readiness: ensure device, internet, login, quiet space and camera/microphone
permissions are ready before the test.

¢ Build habit value: use the Olympiad as a positive family-learning activity, not only as a rank

competition.

12. Benefits for Every Stakeholder

Students

Schools

Teachers

Parents

SCO Ecosystem

Free preparation access after registration,
structured grade-wise learning, practice
questions, mock tests and confidence-
building.

A ready international finance-literacy
platform with schedule cycles, proctored
exam delivery and student performance
visibility.

A clear syllabus pathway, classroom activity
ideas, assessment focus and topic-wise
practice flow.

A structured way to introduce practical
money skills at home with exam motivation
and preparation support.

Trusted global finance Olympiad positioning
with integrity, learning resources and
reporting.

13. SCO Platform Value-Addition Rules

Money-management habits,
safer digital finance behavior,
analytical reasoning and career
awareness.

Stronger school profile, global
participation, modern life-skills
integration and parent trust.

Better pedagogy for applied
learning, decision-making and
cross-disciplinary finance
education.

Financially aware children who
can discuss money responsibly
and avoid unsafe digital habits.

Leadership in school-level
financial literacy and future-
ready education.

The SCO Finance Olympiad should be positioned not only as an exam but as a complete preparation
ecosystem. Registered students can access SCO’s online learning environment, including study
materials, practice questions, sample papers, timed mock tests and performance analysis where
available on the platform.

Platform Feature Value for Finance Olympiad

Supports students after registration with structured concept

Free Study Materials .
learning.

Practice Questions Builds question familiarity and topic-wise revision.
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Timed Mock Tests Improves exam stamina, speed and accuracy.

Helps students, teachers and parents identify strengths and weak

Performance Reports
areas.

Allows schools and global participants to plan exam windows more

Cycle-Based Dates .
easily.
Online Proctoring Protects result credibility and discourages unfair advantage.

Supports wider access for international and non-English-dominant

Multilingual Readiness
uitiingu n learners wherever configured.

14. Result, Ranking, Certificate and Award Governance

1. Results should be published according to the official cycle and result-publish date.

2. Score, rank, certificate eligibility and award category should be generated only after the attempt
is completed and any required proctor review is applied.

3. If suspicious activity is found, SCO may review the attempt before finalizing the result.

4. Certificates and awards should reflect verified final results, not provisional or incomplete
attempts.

5. Tie rules, country ranking, international ranking, school-wise awards and recognition policies
should follow SCO’s official award and result policy.

6. Students and schools should check the result portal and official communications for final
verified results.

15. Technical Issue and Support Rules

Student/school should contact support before

Logini bef
ogin Issue belore exam the scheduled slot where possible.

The attempt may be reviewed based on system

Internet drop during exam . .
logs, completion status and proctor signals.

Student should resolve permissions before
Device or camera issue starting; repeated camera/mic failures may trigger
review.

Corrections should be requested before the

Wrong grade or student details
ge exam/result cycle wherever possible.

Registration and payment confirmation should be

Payment or registration issue
y g verified before attempting the exam.

SCO may evaluate logs, policy bands, attempt

Appeal or review request
PP g data and submitted evidence before deciding.

16. Finance Olympiad Ethics Code

SCO IFKO should build not only finance knowledge but also responsible financial character. Students
should learn that finance is connected to fairness, honesty, protection, transparency and long-term
trust.

¢ Use financial knowledge to make informed and responsible choices.

e Respect privacy, passwords, bank details and personal financial information.

¢ Do not promote scams, risky speculation, fraud, illegal gains or misleading financial claims.
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e Understand that investing and borrowing require risk awareness, not blind confidence.
¢ Value ethical earning, saving, giving, spending, taxation, insurance and financial planning.

* Recognize that good finance knowledge protects families, communities and future careers.

17. Global Alignment and Research Foundation

The SCO Finance Olympiad rules and pedagogy are aligned with major international themes in
financial education: practical decision-making, digital-finance safety, trusted information, real-life
application, ethical behavior and school-family participation. This alignment supports the demand for
a globally relevant Finance Olympiad that works in Indian and international contexts.

OECD/PISA Financial Literacy Eglf?sagr:ii(l?;v:lizi::ility to apply money knowledge to real-

Supports Content, Capacity, Community, Communication
India NSFE 2020-25 and Collaboration through schools, teachers, parents and
online learning.

Teaches safe use of digital payments, scams awareness,

Digital Financial Literac
g 4 trusted information and responsible online finance behavior.

Introduces personal finance, entrepreneurship, markets, risk,

Global Career Readiness
regulation and valuation over Grades 1-12.

Uses proctored rules and anti-cheating policy to protect

Integrity in Online Assessment
ety credibility of results and awards.

18. Declaration for Students, Schools and Parents

SCO IFKO Participation Declaration

By participating in the SCO International Finance Olympiad, students, schools and parents agree to follow
the official syllabus, exam schedule, registration rules, proctored exam instructions, anti-cheating policy,
result governance and ethical participation standards. The Olympiad is designed to reward genuine
learning, honest effort and practical financial reasoning.

19. Quick Checklists

Student Checklist
¢ SCO login ID and password readly.

e Exam date and time confirmed.

e Study material and practice questions completed.

¢ Device, camera, microphone and internet checked.

e Quiet exam space arranged.

e No unauthorized notes, mobile phone, Al tool or external help.

e Understands tab-switching and proctoring rules.

School Checklist

e Cycle and date selected.

e Student registrations verified.
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* Parent communication shared.

* Preparation timetable circulated.
e Exam-room/device plan ready.

* Teacher briefing completed.

¢ Result-publish date noted.

Parent Checklist

e Student has practiced independently.

* Login and device are ready.

* Quiet space is provided.

* No answer support is given during the exam.

* Result and certificate updates are checked after publication.

20. Reference Sources Used for Policy Alignment

The document is informed by the attached SCO Finance Olympiad syllabus and schedule data, the
official SCO IFKO page, the SCO exam-date page, the SCO anti-cheating guidance page, the SCO
platform-benefits page, OECD/PISA financial literacy materials, G20/OECD-INFE digital financial-
literacy guidance and India’s National Strategy for Financial Education 2020-2025.

SCO IFKO official page https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/exam/sco-ifko

SCO Olympiad exam-date page https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/olympiadexamdate.aspx
Anti-Cheati line E

SCO Anti-Cheating Online Exam https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/AntiCheatingExam.aspx

System

SCO Ol iad platf / benefit

page ymplad pratiorm /benetits https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/exam/about.aspx

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/pisa-2022-assessment-

OECD PISAFi ial Lit
inanciat Literacy and-analytical-framework_dfe0bf9c-en/full-report/component-

Framework

4.html
OECD Student Financial Literacy https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/student-financial-
findings literacy.html

G20/OECD-INFE Digital Financial https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/g20-oecd-infe-policy-
Literacy Guidance guidance-on-digital-financial-literacy_effe2693-en.html
NCFE National Strategy for

https://ncfe.org.in/nsfe/
Financial Education 2020-2025 ps://ncte.org.In/nste

SCO International Finance Olympiad | Official Rules, Regulations & Exam Guidance



