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SCO INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE OLYMPIAD 

SYLLABUS OVERVIEW | GRADES 1-12 

A comprehensive guide for students, schools, teachers, and parents 

Designed from Grade 1-12 Finance Olympiad syllabus pathways 
and aligned 
with SCO's guided preparation, practice, reporting, and 
future-ready financial literacy approach. 

• age-fit finance learning guidance for primary, middle, and senior-level learners globally 
• grade-wise chapter concepts with learning outcomes and benefit clarity for each stakeholder 
• globally informed pedagogy for responsible money decisions, digital finance, risk awareness, investing, 
and ethics 
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SCO International Finance Olympiad 
Syllabus Overview 
Grades 1 to 12 | International Edition | Designed for students, schools, teachers, and parents 

This syllabus overview presents a clear grade-wise pathway for financial literacy, financial decision-making, 
digital finance readiness, investing awareness, risk management, entrepreneurship, global finance, and ethical 
conduct. It is prepared from the attached SCO Finance Olympiad syllabus and strengthened with global 
financial-literacy pedagogy used in international student frameworks. 

Global Research Alignment Used for This Overview 

Global alignment area What it contributes to the syllabus How SCO applies it 

Age-progressive 
competence 

Outcome-based learning from early money 
recognition to youth financial competence. 

Grades 1-4 build money habits; Grades 5-8 build 
planning, banking, digital payments, and credit; 
Grades 9-12 build investing, valuation, 
macroeconomics, and ethics. 

Real-life application 
Students learn by interpreting choices, risks, 
situations, and financial documents rather 
than memorising definitions only. 

Every grade includes decision-making, comparison, 
calculation, explanation, and application. 

Financial capability building 
blocks 

Skills, habits, norms, knowledge, and 
decision-making are developed together. 

SCO balances calculation, behaviour, ethics, digital 
safety, and future planning. 

K-12 personal finance 
domains 

Earning, spending, saving, investing, credit, 
and risk management are covered in age-fit 
sequence. 

The syllabus maps these domains into grade-wise 
Olympiad-ready concepts. 

Digital and inclusive finance 
Students need safe access to modern 
payment systems, banking tools, and 
consumer protection awareness. 

Digital payment safety, scams, cards, regulation, and 
global finance are included progressively. 

Why This Syllabus Matters 

Students Schools Teachers Parents 

Builds money confidence, 
budgeting habits, digital-
payment safety, investing 
awareness, and ethical 
judgement. 

Adds a globally relevant future-
ready learning pathway that 
complements Maths, 
Economics, Business Studies, 
and Life Skills. 

Provides grade-wise concept 
clarity, outcomes, and 
application points for 
classroom preparation and 
Olympiad practice. 

Supports meaningful 
conversations at home about 
saving, needs vs. wants, safe 
payments, responsible credit, 
and future goals. 

Develops reasoning in real-life 
contexts: comparing choices, 
reading situations, calculating 
outcomes, and explaining 
decisions. 

Supports international 
academic enrichment through 
secure online assessment, 
reporting, and progression 
across grades. 

Helps align lesson plans, 
assignments, classroom 
discussions, and revision with 
age-fit financial literacy goals. 

Helps families guide children 
from early pocket-money 
habits to responsible digital 
and investment awareness. 
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Grade-Wise Finance Learning Progression at a Glance 

Grade Band Core progression Main learner shift SCO Olympiad readiness 

Grades 1-3 
Money recognition, value, 
needs/wants, saving, sharing, price, 
and change. 

From seeing money to making 
simple choices. 

Observation, classification, 
counting, and explanation. 

Grades 4-6 
Banking basics, balances, interest, 
weekly budgets, loans, and digital 
payments. 

From money use to financial 
systems and safe transactions. 

Basic calculations, account 
logic, and safety reasoning. 

Grades 7-8 
Compound interest, goal planning, 
emergency funds, insurance, taxation, 
credit cards, and ethical giving. 

From habits to planning under 
constraints and risk. 

Scenario-based decisions, 
spreadsheets, formulas, and 
ethical judgment. 

Grades 9-10 

Investing, markets, diversification, 
behavioral finance, personal 
statements, cash flow, break-even, 
and credit reputation. 

From personal finance to 
enterprise and investment 
decision-making. 

Data interpretation, portfolio 
reasoning, financial statements, 
and business calculations. 

Grades 11-12 

Funds, risk metrics, alternative 
assets, retirement planning, 
macroeconomics, valuation, forex, 
and regulation. 

From applied literacy to advanced 
financial reasoning and 
leadership. 

Risk-adjusted analysis, valuation, 
global finance, regulation, and 
ethics. 
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Grade-Wise Chapter Concept, Learning Outcome, and 
Benefit Overview 
Each grade below contains the chapter concept note, expected learning outcome, and practical benefit for students, 
schools, teachers, and parents. The wording is intentionally concise so the document can be used as a quick 
syllabus briefing, school communication note, teacher planning aid, and parent/student orientation guide. 

Grade 1 Introduction to Money and Value 

Learners begin with the visible world of money: coins, notes, value, counting, needs, wants, and first saving choices. The 
focus is not only recognition but also the habit of explaining simple choices. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Recognizing Coins 

Students identify coins and 
notes from their home 
country and notice that 
countries may use different 
currencies and symbols. 

Recognize denomination, 
symbol, size, color, and 
relative value of common 
money forms. 

Builds confidence in 
everyday transactions and 
starts global currency 
awareness. 

Counting Small 
Amounts 

Students combine small 
denominations and 
understand that the same 
total can be made in different 
ways. 

Count mixed coins or notes 
accurately and create 
alternate combinations for 
a target amount. 

Strengthens number 
sense, mental math, and 
accurate value 
comparison. 

Needs vs. Wants 

Students connect money 
choices to daily life by sorting 
essential and non-essential 
items. 

Classify examples as needs 
or wants and give a simple 
reason for the decision. 

Promotes responsible 
choice-making at home 
and school. 

Saving Basics 

Students learn that money 
can be kept safely for a goal 
instead of being used 
immediately. 

Explain why people save 
and describe a simple 
short-term saving goal. 

Introduces patience, goal-
setting, and careful use of 
resources. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Observation, classification, value recognition, early decision-making. 
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Grade 2 Earning and Basic Budgeting 

Grade 2 moves from recognizing money to understanding how money is received, planned, spent, saved, and recorded. 
Students practise the first discipline of tracking money. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Ways to Earn 

Students understand that 
money may come through 
gifts, allowance, rewards, 
work, services, or business in 
age-appropriate examples. 

Identify common ways 
people receive or earn 
money and distinguish 
child-friendly examples 
from adult work. 

Connects effort, value 
creation, and income in a 
safe age-fit way. 

Earning vs. 
Spending 

Students compare receiving 
money with using money and 
think about saving, spending, 
and sharing choices. 

Decide how a small 
amount could be divided 
among save, spend, and 
share categories. 

Builds practical judgement 
and balanced decision-
making. 

Simple Budgets 

Students create a small 
budget before making 
choices, learning that 
planning reduces waste. 

Prepare a simple save-
spend-share plan and 
explain why planning 
ahead matters. 

Creates the foundation for 
structured financial 
discipline. 

Piggy Bank Record-
Keeping 

Students use a basic record 
to track money received, 
saved, and used over time. 

Maintain a simple money 
record and describe 
changes in balance. 

Develops accountability, 
numeracy, and early 
financial documentation 
habits. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Recording, comparing options, early planning, habit formation. 
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Grade 3 Saving, Sharing and Introduction to Value 

Students progress into value comparison, price awareness, making change, and purposeful saving. They begin to 
understand that today's money choice affects tomorrow's goal. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Comparing Values 

Students compare 
denominations and arrange 
values using their local 
currency. 

Order money values and 
explain how different 
combinations can make 
equal totals. 

Improves transaction 
accuracy and flexible 
mathematical thinking. 

Saving and Sharing 
Goals 

Students connect personal 
goals with generosity and 
responsible planning. 

Set a saving goal and a 
sharing goal, then track 
progress over time. 

Supports empathy, 
discipline, and future-
oriented thinking. 

Introduction to 
Price 

Students relate price tags to 
everyday goods and services 
and recognise that prices can 
vary. 

Match items to realistic 
prices and explain why 
prices differ by quality, 
place, or product. 

Builds market awareness 
and careful purchasing 
habits. 

Making Change 
Students solve basic 
transaction problems and 
explain the steps. 

Calculate change from a 
purchase using whole-
number amounts. 

Strengthens real-life 
arithmetic and confidence 
in buying situations. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Multi-step thinking, simple transactions, value comparison, purposeful saving. 
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Grade 4 Banking Basics and Introduction to Interest 

Grade 4 introduces formal money storage, deposits, withdrawals, account balances, and the idea that saving can earn 
interest. Students also revise budgets when circumstances change. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Bank vs. Piggy Bank 

Students compare home 
saving with financial 
institution saving in simple 
safety and record-keeping 
terms. 

Explain differences in 
safety, access, and records 
between a piggy bank and a 
bank account. 

Helps families discuss safe 
money storage and trust in 
formal systems. 

Deposits and 
Withdrawals 

Students see how adding and 
removing money changes an 
account balance. 

Record deposits, 
withdrawals, and balances 
in a simplified register. 

Builds accuracy in tracking 
and prepares learners for 
bank statements. 

Simple Interest 
Concept 

Students learn that savings 
may receive extra money 
called interest. 

Explain interest in words 
and connect it to saving 
over time. 

Introduces reward for 
saving without heavy 
formulas. 

Budget Revision 
Students adjust plans when 
unexpected expenses arise. 

Modify a simple monthly 
plan by delaying, reducing, 
or removing lower-priority 
spending. 

Builds adaptability and 
responsible problem-
solving. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Revision under constraints, banking awareness, balance tracking. 
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Grade 5 Foundations of Money 

Learners expand from local money to global currencies, stronger needs-versus-wants reasoning, regular saving habits, and 
weekly budgeting with planned versus actual spending. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Currency and Value 

Students recognise major 
world currencies and 
understand that exchange 
rates change relative value. 

Identify common 
international currencies 
and explain the basic idea 
of currency exchange. 

Prepares students for 
global travel, trade, and 
international examples. 

Needs vs. Wants 

Students handle more 
complex cases where the 
same item can be a need or 
want depending on context. 

Justify whether an item is a 
need or want using family, 
school, or community 
situations. 

Promotes reasoning 
beyond memorised 
definitions. 

Saving Habits 
Students learn that regular 
saving supports goals and 
emergencies. 

Create a short-term saving 
target and describe a 
realistic plan to reach it. 

Encourages consistency, 
patience, and financial 
resilience. 

Simple Budgeting 
Students compare what they 
planned with what actually 
happened. 

Build a weekly budget and 
explain differences 
between planned and 
actual spending. 

Develops reflection, 
correction, and real-world 
planning. 

Olympiad readiness focus: International awareness, justification, structured budgeting, reflective thinking. 
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Grade 6 Banking and Simple Interest 

Grade 6 strengthens formal banking knowledge, simple-interest calculation, borrowing awareness, and digital payment 
safety. This is a major bridge from basic money habits to financial systems. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Savings Accounts 
and Bank Services 

Students learn common 
services such as accounts, 
deposits, withdrawals, 
statements, ATMs, and online 
tools. 

Describe everyday banking 
services and interpret 
simple account actions. 

Improves financial access 
awareness and practical 
banking vocabulary. 

Simple Interest 
Students calculate interest 
using principal, rate, and 
time. 

Calculate simple interest 
and distinguish principal, 
rate, time, and interest 
earned. 

Builds quantitative finance 
skills and connects math to 
real decisions. 

Introduction to 
Loans 

Students learn why people 
borrow and how repayment 
works. 

Interpret basic borrowing 
situations, repayment 
amounts, and time 
periods. 

Creates early awareness of 
responsible borrowing and 
future debt risk. 

Digital Payments 
Students explore cards, 
transfers, QR payments, and 
wallets with safety rules. 

Apply safety practices such 
as checking payee details 
and protecting passwords. 

Supports secure 
participation in modern 
digital finance. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Banking services, formula application, borrowing awareness, digital safety. 
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Grade 7 Compound Interest and Financial Planning 

Students learn why time matters in money growth, how goals are planned, why emergency reserves protect families, and 
how insurance manages risk. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Compound Interest 
Students compare simple 
and compound growth and 
discover the power of time. 

Calculate compound 
growth for annual or more 
frequent compounding and 
explain the effect of time. 

Builds long-term thinking 
and appreciation for early 
saving. 

Goal-Based 
Planning 

Students design a medium-
term plan with milestones 
and trade-offs. 

Create and revise a saving 
plan when income or 
expenses change. 

Develops planning, 
prioritisation, and 
resilience. 

Emergency Funds 

Students understand why 
families and individuals keep 
reserves for unexpected 
events. 

Estimate an appropriate 
reserve for simple student 
or household scenarios. 

Strengthens preparedness 
and reduces impulsive 
decision-making. 

Basics of Insurance 

Students learn how 
premiums, claims, 
deductibles, and coverage 
reduce losses. 

Compare common 
insurance types and 
explain how risk is shared. 

Introduces protection 
thinking and responsible 
risk management. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Time-value reasoning, protection planning, scenario-based decision-making. 
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Grade 8 Taxes, Budget Management and Credit 

Grade 8 introduces civic finance through taxation, spreadsheet-based budgeting, responsible card use, and ethical giving. 
Students begin evaluating choices with accuracy and accountability. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Taxation Essentials 
Students learn gross vs. net 
income and the role of taxes 
in public services. 

Perform simple tax-related 
calculations in generic 
international contexts. 

Builds civic financial 
literacy and practical 
income understanding. 

Advanced 
Budgeting 

Students use structured 
categories, fixed and variable 
expenses, and planned-vs-
actual review. 

Create a zero-based 
monthly budget and 
propose corrections from 
results. 

Prepares learners for 
spreadsheet use and data-
based planning. 

Credit and Debit 
Cards 

Students compare card types 
and identify responsible 
habits. 

Explain debit vs. credit, 
basic finance charges, and 
ways to avoid debt 
problems. 

Improves digital-payment 
judgement and consumer 
safety. 

Ethical Giving 
Students evaluate giving, 
charity, transparency, and 
social impact. 

Assess giving choices using 
fairness, transparency, and 
accountability. 

Connects finance to values, 
empathy, and responsible 
citizenship. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Spreadsheet reasoning, credit judgment, civic finance, ethics in personal decisions. 
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Grade 9 Investing Fundamentals and Market Mechanics 

Students enter the investment world through stocks, bonds, funds, markets, diversification, and behavioural finance. The 
focus is risk-aware reasoning, not speculation. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Stocks, Bonds and 
Funds 

Students compare 
ownership, lending, pooling, 
liquidity, risk, and return. 

Explain the purpose, risk, 
return potential, and time 
horizon of major investment 
products. 

Builds investment literacy 
before real-world financial 
independence. 

Financial Markets 
101 

Students understand orders, 
buyers, sellers, and indices 
in global markets. 

Explain how markets 
connect buyers and sellers 
and how indices show 
market movements. 

Develops awareness of 
global economic news and 
market behavior. 

Portfolio 
Diversification 

Students allocate across 
asset classes instead of 
relying on a single choice. 

Construct a simple 
diversified portfolio and 
calculate allocation 
percentages. 

Teaches concentration risk 
reduction and balanced 
thinking. 

Behavioral Finance 
Students identify biases that 
distort financial decisions. 

Recognize herd behavior, 
overconfidence, loss 
aversion, and anchoring in 
case studies. 

Builds emotional control, 
analytical thinking, and 
better decision habits. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Investment vocabulary, market mechanisms, diversification, behavioural judgement. 
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Grade 10 Personal Financial Statements and Entrepreneurship 

Grade 10 blends personal finance and entrepreneurship: students read financial statements, analyse cash flow, calculate 
break-even, and understand credit reputation. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Income Statement 
and Balance Sheet 

Students organise income, 
expenses, assets, liabilities, 
and net worth. 

Prepare simplified personal 
financial statements and 
interpret financial health. 

Creates a clear view of 
money position and 
responsible self-
management. 

Cash Flow Analysis 
Students learn that profit 
and cash movement are not 
always the same. 

Classify cash flows for a 
small project or student 
enterprise. 

Builds business sense and 
practical financial 
monitoring. 

Break-Even and 
Pricing 

Students connect cost 
structure, price, sales 
volume, and profitability. 

Calculate break-even 
output and evaluate pricing 
choices. 

Supports entrepreneurship, 
product thinking, and 
business decision-making. 

Credit Scores 
Students learn how lenders 
judge repayment reliability in 
different systems. 

Identify factors that 
influence credit reputation 
and ways to improve 
creditworthiness. 

Encourages responsible 
borrowing behavior before 
adulthood. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Applied accounting, entrepreneurship, financial interpretation, decision support. 
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Grade 11 Advanced Investment and Risk Management 

Students deepen investment understanding by comparing funds, reading risk metrics, evaluating alternative assets, and 
planning long-term retirement savings. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Mutual Funds and 
ETFs 

Students compare active and 
passive funds, costs, fees, 
and historical performance 
carefully. 

Analyze expense ratios, 
management fees, and the 
limitations of past 
performance. 

Improves cost awareness 
and evidence-based 
investment comparison. 

Risk Metrics 
Students use volatility and 
risk-adjusted return to 
compare choices. 

Calculate and interpret 
standard deviation and 
Sharpe ratio from a return 
data set. 

Strengthens data analysis 
and risk-return evaluation. 

Alternative 
Investments 

Students assess real estate 
vehicles, commodities, 
collectibles, private assets, 
and digital assets. 

Evaluate opportunity, 
liquidity, transparency, 
regulation, and suitability. 

Builds caution, due 
diligence, and regulatory 
awareness. 

Retirement 
Planning 

Students model long-term 
savings through pensions, 
provident funds, 
superannuation, or personal 
accounts. 

Project long-term balances 
using compound growth 
and account-type 
examples. 

Encourages lifelong 
planning and future 
financial security. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Quantitative analysis, suitability assessment, risk-adjusted thinking, long-horizon 
planning. 
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Grade 12 Macroeconomics, Valuation and Ethics 

The final stage connects personal finance with macroeconomics, corporate valuation, foreign exchange, financial 
regulation, and ethical conduct. 

Chapter / Concept Brief concept note Learning outcome 
Student benefit and 

application 

Macroeconomic 
Indicators 

Students interpret GDP 
growth, inflation, 
unemployment, interest 
rates, and central-bank 
decisions. 

Explain effects of macro 
indicators on households, 
firms, savers, borrowers, 
and investors. 

Builds economic literacy 
for university, careers, and 
informed citizenship. 

Corporate Valuation 

Students learn basic 
discounted cash flow logic 
using simplified 
assumptions. 

Perform a basic DCF 
valuation and test 
sensitivity to discount 
rates and cash flows. 

Connects finance math 
with business valuation 
and analytical judgement. 

Forex and Global 
Finance 

Students explore how 
exchange rates affect 
imports, exports, 
remittances, travel, and 
overseas education. 

Explain cross-border 
financial effects of 
currency movements. 

Prepares learners for 
global economic 
participation. 

Ethics and 
Regulation 

Students examine insider 
trading, fraud, mis-selling, 
market manipulation, and 
consumer protection. 

Analyze ethical and 
regulatory issues and 
compare regulator roles 
across jurisdictions. 

Develops integrity, 
compliance awareness, 
and responsible financial 
leadership. 

Olympiad readiness focus: Macroeconomic interpretation, valuation reasoning, global finance, regulation, 
ethics. 
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How to Use This Syllabus Overview 
For school implementation For classroom and home preparation 

Map the grade to the correct SCO Finance Olympiad 
level and share the overview with students and parents 
before preparation begins. 

Use each chapter concept as a weekly discussion 
point: what the idea means, where it appears in daily 
life, and how students can explain the decision. 

Use the progression table to plan assemblies, club 
activities, financial-literacy weeks, and parent 
orientation sessions. 

Connect concepts with age-fit examples: allowance 
records, price comparison, bank statements, online 
payment safety, simple investment charts, or business 
pricing. 

Use the secure online Olympiad format to benchmark 
student reasoning and application, not only memorised 
definitions. 

Encourage students to answer with reasons: compare, 
calculate, choose, revise, interpret, and justify. 

Build a school-wide pathway from primary money 
habits to senior-grade economics, valuation, ethics, 
and responsible financial citizenship. 

Parents can use the benefit points to start safe, 
practical money conversations at home without giving 
investment advice. 

SCO International Olympiad Positioning for Finance Knowledge 
• A globally adaptable syllabus: concepts can be taught using local currencies, local banking examples, and 

internationally relevant scenarios. 
• A future-ready pathway: students move from counting money to digital finance, credit, investment, 

enterprise, valuation, global finance, and regulation. 
• A pedagogy-first Olympiad model: questions should test reasoning, safe decision-making, application, and 

ethical judgment rather than rote financial vocabulary. 
• A student-supportive approach: schools, teachers, and parents receive a clear grade-wise view of what 

learners should understand and how it benefits real life. 
• A secure online assessment context: the SCO International Olympiad ecosystem can support online 

participation while maintaining exam integrity and confidence for schools and families. 

References Used for Global Alignment 
• OECD, PISA 2022 Financial Literacy Framework and PISA 2022 Results Volume IV: How Financially Smart Are 

Students? 
• OECD/INFE Core Competencies Framework on Financial Literacy for Youth and EU/OECD-INFE Financial 

Competence Framework for Children and Youth. 
• Consumer Financial Protection Bureau youth financial education building blocks: executive function, 

financial habits and norms, financial knowledge and decision-making skills. 
• Council for Economic Education and Jump$tart Coalition, 2021 National Standards for Personal Financial 

Education: earning income, spending, saving, investing, managing credit, and managing risk.  
• World Bank financial capability and financial inclusion resources, including responsible digital financial 

services and consumer capability themes. 
• UNICEF education and life-skills framing for inclusive, future-ready learning. 

Educational note: This syllabus overview is for school-level financial literacy and Olympiad preparation. It does not provide personal 
investment, tax, banking, insurance, legal, or retirement advice. 


